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AcaWriter Overview 
Reflection and Reflective Writing 

“We do not learn from experience... we learn from reflecting on experience.” 
(John Dewey, philosopher and educator) 

  
You may be a very reflective person, but if you can’t express yourself, nobody else will be able to recognise that. 
Reflective writing is a way to make your thinking visible. This will be critical to your future development, e.g. when you’re 
in interview, putting together a professional portfolio — or being assessed at university! 

  
You may already recognise that the process of putting your thoughts into writing can help you clarify your thoughts. 
However, while you’re used to writing analytical, argumentative essays or science reports, you may be less sure what 
good, professional, academic, reflective writing looks like. What’s the difference between superficial and deeper 
reflection? Perhaps this is the first time you’ve been asked to do this. 
 

AcaWriter 
 
The AcaWriter website has been developed at UTS as a writing feedback tool to help clarify the hallmarks of good 
reflective writing, not just by giving you examples, but providing instant feedback on your own drafts. 
 
AcaWriter works by looking for specific hallmarks of good reflective writing that signal (to your audience, the 
reader) that you’re developing as a reflective learner and professional practitioner. 

AcaWriter is not grading your writing. Instead, it gives you feedback to improve your draft. Nobody will see your 
documents other than you, and the UTS research team who is continually analysing AcaWriter. So please revise your 
draft and get feedback as many times as you want! The only version that 
will be assessed by your academics is what you submit via UTSonline. 

Getting your feedback 
AcaWriter uses annotations to show you different types of feedback and 
you can find out what each of the annotations mean in the key tab. 
 
AcaWriter uses three coloured icons - the blue square, purple circle, and 
green triangle. These show where you have used the three most important 
features in reflective writing. Two additional icons are used – the red 
lightning bolt to show where the sentences are too long and hard to read, 
and the target to show where keywords are missing. 
 
AcaWriter also uses three types of text formatting – bold, green italicised, 
and underlined – to show particular expressions that may be relevant to 
more reflective writing. 
 
AcaWriter also includes a Feedback tab that provides you with additional 
feedback on your writing. This feedback will tell you where you you have 
done well, as well as the areas you can improve.  
 
The Resources tab provides you with additional information from your 
educator. This can include your assignment rubric, links to videos or journal 
articles, or further information to help you understand the feedback 
AcaWriter has provided. 
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Example Texts: Sometimes 
it’s helpful to see examples of 
other students’ writing. You 
can find examples from 
different disciplines by clicking 
‘Example Texts’ tab at the top 
of the screen. 
	

The  shows where you have 
discussed your initial thoughts and 
feelings about a significant 
experience. Here the student talks 
about the ways they thought their 
teacher would help their learning. 

The  shows where you’ve 
discussed the challenge of a 
surprise, unfamiliar idea, problem 
or learning experience. You can 
see here the student talks about 
the unfamiliar concept of starting 
work placement. 

The  shows where you’ve 
demonstrated your understanding that 
new knowledge can lead to change. 
The student discusses how their 
learning on placement will shape them 
as a practicing pharmacist. 

Plain underlining shows 
expressions indicating belief, 
learning or knowledge. 
	

Sentences in bold show where you’ve 
engaged in deeper reflection, using 
phrases such as ‘I could’ or ‘I would’ – or 
in this case the student has used the 
words, “I can”. 
	

Green italicised font 
shows expressions 
indicating self-
critique. 
	

Get Feedback: Click the 
‘Get Feedback and 
Save’ button to generate 
your report. 

Display: Click the 
checkbox to display the 
annotation descriptions. 

Your draft text goes here. 
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The  shows that you have 
included elements of reflective 
writing and will be accompanied by 
a written explanation of what you 
have done well. 

The  lets you know there are 
some areas you can improve and 
will be accompanied by a written 
explanation of the areas of 
reflective writing you may need to 
revisit.  

Click the Feedback tab on the 
horizontal bar to access written 
feedback from AcaWriter. 
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Click the Resources tab on the horizontal bar to 
access additional information from your tutor. You 
might find links to your assignment rubric, videos or 
journal articles, or further information to help you 
understand the feedback AcaWriter has provided. 
 


