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Hi there 

It's been a month. 

February is almost done and dusted, but the 

ABC is still caught in the cross hairs of a 

controversy that started the week before 

Christmas 2023. The removal off air of 

Antoinette Lattouf allegedly because of 

complaints from the Israeli lobby, and 

separately the national broadcaster's 

coverage of the Hamas/lsrael war continues 

to cause it pain. 

Managing Director David Anderson claimed 

public interest immunity to avoid answering 

questions in Senate Estimates this week 

about why Lattouf had been taken off air. But what was revealed in the hearing was the 

number of complaints the ABC has received about its reporting of the conflict since October 

7, when the terror group Hamas mounted an attack on Israel, killing some 1,300 people. 

Since the attack, Israel has been retaliating, with an estimated 28,000 Gazans killed. 

Apparently, the ABC has received around 3,000 complaints, an extraordinarily large number, 

covering around 1,300 different issues. ABC Editorial Director Gavin Fang told Estimates, 

most complained about impartiality and bias; 58 percent alleged the ABC reporting had been 

pro-Israel or anti-Palestinian, whilst 42 percent ran the other way alleging anti-Israel, pro

Palestinian bias. Still to come, as they say in the news business, evidence that any of the 

3,000 complaints received caused the decision to remove Lattouf from her contracted one 

week on air gig. Lattouf's Fair Work hearing is slated to begin on March 8th, International 

Women's Day. 

In this newsletter, Ayesha is looking at one tool of war that we also saw in the early stages of 

the Russia/Ukraine war - the use of Al generated images of civilians, mostly children, 



presumably created to generate even more sympathy for the besieged victims of the 

Hamas/lsrael conflict. Kieran looks at the government's response to Al risks. Next, Shaun 

Davies looks at a copyright issue plaguing Tik Tok and Derek delves into a decision by a 

regional Mayor to stop a defamation action against ChatGPT's maker, Open Al which, on a 

prompted search, claimed he'd served prison time for corruption. 
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Photographic truth? It's time to ask questions. 

The dire conditions of people in Gaza trying 

to survive without sufficient access to food, 

clean water, and medical care have been 

well documented by international media and 

human rights/aid organisations. These 

reports have also revealed the struggles of 

thousands of families with children displaced 

due to war. Amidst the chaos, every day 

new images emerge from the ground, 

shared and viewed millions of times online. 

But not all are real. 

In the most recent wave of images 

circulated on social media are several Al-generated photos of children lying huddled 

together on the wet, muddy ground inside or in front of makeshift tents. Often accompanied 

with the colours of the Palestinian flag or the flag itself, these images suggest the subjects 

are displaced Gazan children. Given the scale of devastation in Gaza, these Al-generated 

images risk being engulfed in the fog of (social media) war, potentially gaining public 

attention and being inaccurately labelled as journalistic evidence when they are not. We also 

witnessed the same in the ongoing information warfare between Ukraine and Russia. 

In addition to the disruption of truth and accuracy, these images present another serious 

challenge for journalism: a potential increase in public distrust in media by blurring the line 

between reality and fiction. 

The proliferation of Al-generated images into mainstream journalism is making the war even 

more chaotic and confusing for the public and, in some cases, deceiving even journalists 

themselves. Take for example the case of Nordhessen-Journal, a regional German news 

site, which published Al-generated images of the war, as one would assume, by mistakenly 

deeming them authentic stock photos. Late last year, Crikey reported Al-generated images 

of the war in Israel-Gaza were purchased from Adobe Stock and were used across the 

internet without marking them as fake or Al-generated. Among other photorealistic stock 

images were fake photos of protests and children running away from bomb blasts in the 
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