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Hi there 

ABC simmers over summer 

• 

While the CMT newsletter has been resting 

over summer, debate has been raging at 

the ABC over the termination of Antoinette 

Lattouf and the national broadcaster's 

coverage of the Gaza/Israel war. 

In our first newsletter for 2024, I look at the 

rules that apply to local radio presenters 

and social media and ask whether the 

national broadcaster has its editorial policy 

settings right. Monica then explores the 

controversy around objectivity and 

journalists from diverse backgrounds. And 

Tim switches gear to Al and looks at how research questions become redundant even 

before they're answered. 

As usual, we'll be back with our next issue in a fortnight, when Kieran will continue the Al 

theme with an update on the government's recently-announced policy. In the meantime, if 

you missed our December report on Gen Al and Journalism, you can find it here. 

Derek Wilding 

CMT Co-Director 

https://www.uts.edu.au/sites/default/files/2023-12/GEN%20AI%20and%20Journalism_web%20version.pdf?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=&utm_term=&utm_content=here.


Strife at ABC but don't blame the editorial policies 

Much has been written about the ABC's 

treatment of Antoinette Lattouf. Opinions 

vary from those who think it was right for 

Lattouf to be fired (such as Lawyers for 

Israel) to those who - like the journalists 

who signed the open letter in support of 

'ethical reporting' on Israel and Palestine -

think her position on Gaza should be heard 

more widely on the ABC. As Lattouf's 

advocacy was well known, it seems odd 

that she was hired as the presenter of the 

ABC's Sydney radio morning program. But 

it seems just as odd that she was fired for 

her social media re-post with two days left to run on her contract. Here, I want to look at 

the policy settings in place at the ABC to ask: is there something wrong with the editorial 

rules? 

First, a little background. Like the SBS sports reporter Stuart McIntyre, Lattouf claims that 

she was terminated because of her political opinions (among other things). The offending 

conduct appears to be her re-posting of a Human Rights Watch (HRW) post which 

presented a copy of the HRW report along with the comment, 'HRW reporting starvation 

as tool of war'. The ABC says she failed to comply with a direction not to post to social 

media anything controversial. (The ABC also argues that it did not in fact 'terminate' her 

because it paid her out for the remaining days of the contract.) Presumably, the ABC will 

need to establish that the instruction did relate to Lattouff's obligations under her contract, 

and the response to her conduct - termination - was proportionate. Writing in the Sydney 

Morning Herald on the weekend, Giuseppe Carabetta from the UTS Business School 

noted how in cases of an employee breaching a workplace policy, courts have tended to 

favour employers' arguments that the person was terminated for that reason and not for 

an expression of political opinion. But let's look beyond that to the expectations that are 

placed on ABC presenters. 

The ABC has a suite of policies and rules that govern content generated by 'workers', 

which covers employees, contractors and others. At the apex is a code of practice 

required under the ABC Act. The code only applies to broadcast content, but it's 

supplemented by extensive policies and guidelines that also apply to the ABC's own digital 

content; for example, the detailed editorial policy on Impartiality. 
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