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Structure

• Borders
• Metagovernance
• Borders and metagovernance
• Functional economic corridors
• Multiperspectival borders
• Conclusion and implications
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Borders

Moved from the study of “boundaries, as political 
limits of states, to borders as socio-territorial 
constructs” (H. van Houtum 2005)
Further, borders are more than just socio-territorial 
constructs, but useful in shaping social relations
Thus, it can be said, that the importance of borders 
has shifted from a global to a local focus, justifying 
its study on a sub-national level, and in this case, 
the scale of a functional economic corridor
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National borders
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State borders
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Local borders

128 LGAs
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Functional economic regions

38 FERs
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33 LGAs
5 sub-regions
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Metagoverance

(1) Governance – the exercise of authority; the 
guidance or regulation of actors in a jurisdiction

(2) Metagovernance – governance of governance; 
the coordination of governance

(3) Multispatial metagovernance – integrates the 
complexity of scalar differentiation in governance 
actors, neither hierarchical nor heterarchical but 
where priorities are dependent on context
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Borders and metagovernance

• Integrating the implications of territorial and 
relational functions of borders with the 
coordination of governance actors

• Key questions:
• How 



14

Functional economic corridors

• Strategic sites requiring integrated urban 
governance

• Non-statutory spaces which do not ‘fit’ into 
existing spatial boundaries

• Generate tensions around new governance 
arrangements e.g. at the border of the functional 
economic corridor
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Problem/justification

• Institutional barriers (Feiock 2009; Meijers & 
Stead 2004)

• Coordination deficit (Gleeson et al. 2012)
• Integration deficit (Rode 2016)
• Delivery deficit (Hamnett & Freestone 2017)
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Summary and implications

• Interior relations within metropolitan spaces 
have become increasingly complex, and 
contested

• Borderspaces overlap and intersect, with 
prioritisation dependent on perspective

• There is no singular perspective, but a need to 
consider multiple perspectives to understand 
metropolitan change
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Practice Outcomes Policy Outcomes Theory Outcomes

• Coordinate policy actors across 
institutional and scalar diversity

• Integrate plans and challenges 
responding to both local and global 
drivers

• Deliver institutional reform and 
metropolitan scale change

• Innovating metropolitan-centred 
metagovernance 

• Developing a border framework applied 
to sub-national governance integration,
in particular towards functional economic 
corridors

• Building a framework combining 
multispatial metagovernance and 
borders

Case study of the Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula



Thank you!

Questions?
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